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heavily outweighed any possible merits. And although the gyro railway
train may run on one rail instead of two, it is generally considered easier
to provide a second rail than to fit a gyro to the individual cars or coaches.
Although these possibilities have been explored and the appropriate
apparatus has actually been built, the ultimate lesson of experience has
been that the experiments are not worth development into commercial
or serious applications. It has been decided, therefore, with some regret,
that the proposed Section IV was hardly justified.

It is not claimed that the book constitutes an exhaustive treatise on
the gyro in theory and practice. Such a treatise would indeed con-
stitute not a book but a library, and there are already several books,
each considerably larger than this and each devoted to one aspect or
one application of the gyro. The present aim is to offer to those inter-
ested a reliable introduction to the theory and a general survey of the
practical applications of present-day importance. For some notable
omissions of descriptions of these applications, security reasons or failure
of the appropriate Government Departments to respond to invitations
to collaborate are not so much an excuse but the actual reason.